
San Juan Country Club Newsletter   ♥ February 2011

Happy Valentine’s Day
From San Juan Country Club

Please join us for our Valentine’s Dinner
February 12, 2011   ♥    6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

$70.00 inclusive per couple
Pricing does not include beverages
$5 Drink Specials will be available

♥ NO SUBSTITUTIONS ♥
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Happy Valentines Day to all San Juan Country Club

Members:

Since Valentine’s Day falls on a Monday this year, 

Executive Chef Heath is showcasing his culinary

magic on Saturday night, the 12th of February. For

$70.00 per couple you and your significant other can

treat yourself to a romantic dinner here at the club.

This price does not include any beverages. Please call

the club for reservations. 

Just a reminder that the Board of Directors voted at

their last meeting to extend our pricing for new 

memberships until May 1st. I’m still rewarding 

members that bring in new memberships a credit 

on your monthly dues equal to the type of new 

membership you bring in. Our goal is to increase our

membership base at least 30 new members this year.

Just an update on the golf course survey that over 70

members filled out; the overall results were very 

positive which gives our superintendent, Joe Schmidt

some guidance for this year. We will look into better

bunker sand to see if the prices have become 

affordable enough to replace what we have already.

One area that will improve will be the rough down

the left side of #3; we are installing irrigation to get

rid of the weeds and dirt and grow nice turf for you to

play from and enhance the hole.

Thank you all; and have a great February!

Randy Kahn, GM

San Juan Country Club

From the General Manager

Randy Kahn 

General Manager

San Juan Country Club



I hope everyone had a great New Year and that

2011 is a healthy and prosperous one for you.

The snow is melted, so come on out to the golf

course and play. Be sure and check the Pro Shop

regularly, as Jeff will be getting in new 

merchandise soon.

Congratulations to Joe Schmidt and his crew for

the great job they did on the pavers. If you are 

interested in purchasing one you can pick up a

form at the office or call and they will send one

out to you. The cost is $200.00 - You could 

purchase one for a member of your family, a

friend or deceased friend or family member.

Some of the events coming up this month are

Cook with Chef - “Get Fresh - A  Salads Class,”

on February 9th. Valentines day dinner on the

12th, and an Italian Night on the 25th.

We will be having our 2010 Financial Annual

Meeting on February 17th at 7 PM and hope that

everyone will attend, as we always appreciate the

members input.

Remember the Initiation Fee is still $1,000.00, so

it’s a great time to get a friend to join.

Have a great Valentine’s day!

Margaret C. Armstrong

President

From the President

Margaret C. Armstrong 

President

San Juan Country Club



Hello to all San Juan Country Club Members,

Excitement for the 2011 Golf Season is beginning on all fronts of the Golf Operation! 

Merchandising in the Golf Shop, golf instruction, & golf tournaments in the works for 2011….all

have me thinking of the warm and sunny weather coming our way SOON!

Golf Shop 2011:  Here is a preview of what’s arriving for you this golf season.  For the women;

EP Pro, the Annika Line with Cutter & Buck, Sport Haley, NIKE & Adidas will all come back.

These companies did very well for you last season based on sell thru, and ALL look great. The

men will enjoy PIMA Direct again, with their San Juan Country Club personal “hang tags” for

product customization, a classy way to buy from the Golf Shop!  NIKE will have a larger presence

in your Golf Shop. Their clothing is “techy” and stylish on and off the golf course! Quality and

Value; in gloves this season, as we switch to Taylor-Made and NIKE gloves exclusively!  You will

very happy with the prices, and the product performance, when you use the new glove bought at

the Golf Shop in 2011! Shoes for this season will be lighter and brighter. NIKE has a slam dunk

shoe line for this season!  Adidas and the “old-friend” Footjoy, will offer a tremendous selection of

footwear for your comfort, and performance on the course. Maui Jim sunglasses will reappear in

the Golf Shop this season to compete with both Sundog and NIKE eyewear.  Different price points

for your sunglass needs! CLUBS!!! There are some great stories in clubs for 2011.  Cleveland

Golf has a great story; “weight matters”!  Their Launcher Ultra-Lite driver series has 3 different

weight classes- each strategically engineered to deliver a unique combination of feel, head speed

and workability! Callaway drivers and fairways have their technology wrapped up in the materials

used in their clubheads.  Lighter clubheads allow for longer club shafts; and combined with a more

aerodynamic head shape gives the golfer higher swing speeds without sacrificing feel! NIKE and

Taylor Made have tremendous product for you to “try and buy” in your Golf Shop too! We’ll

showcase Scotty putters, Vokey wedges and Cleveland Wedges; as well as, Titleist hybrids.

Items of golf accessories for your golf shop this season will include, Clic-Gear pull carts, Sterling

Cut Glassware, Imperial licensed caps and Cap America logo’d caps and hats, and golf bags from

NIKE and Taylor Made.

Golf Instruction:  My passion is to help you play better golf!  Playing better golf will help you to

enjoy your recreational and social experiences at San Juan Country Club.  It is possibly the most

important responsibility I have to offer YOU! There will be different opportunities for me to help

your golf game improve in 2011.  Individual lessons, group settings, clinics, on-course 

management sessions and demonstrating golf fundamentals are just examples of how I can share

my knowledge and the experiences I’ve had success with;  playing and teaching the game for over

30 years. I’ll make it simple, but thorough, and easy for you to incorporate into your game. My 

philosophy is simple; learn the (4) golf strokes (skills) needed to play; 1) putting stroke, 2) the 

partial swing stroke of chipping and pitching, 3) the power stroke to drive the ball far and straight,

and 4) the more precise iron stroke. Navigate the course with these skills efficiently, and combined

with developing course presence, gives the best opportunity to play your best golf. You do not need
a great golf swing to play great golf.  You need a fundamentally sound golf swing, a great short
game, and the mental toughness to play the game. Your golf swing needs to be good enough to

eliminate YOUR BIG NUMBER!!! To play great golf!.....and remember…..great golf is all rela-

tive! You need a great short game!  Your great round, can be a score of 100, or 90, or 80, or 70, and

that what makes golf so much fun. Experience the thrill of victory or the agony of defeat at all skill

levels! I will get more specific next month, so look for the path for you to choose, to elevate your

game in 2011. 

Golf Tournaments:  I’ve introduced a new event in 2011 for SJCC Men.  The Wednesday Night

MGA League begins in April.  This competition is a tremendous opportunity to come out to SJCC

early and more often, promote comraderie amongst fellow SJCC members, and win Golf Shop

Merchandise on a weekly basis!  It is a great round-robin format and very flexible for playing

matches in a timely manner.  The format gives opportunity for substitution and will reward good

golf.  Sign up in the Golf Shop now!  You may phone the Golf Shop at 325-6278 or e-mail me at

jrroth4golf@comcast.net.

As my staff did last season; we will be more than happy to post your scores for handicap purposes.

The integrity of our tournament program depends on the most accurate handicaps we can produce.

I am pleased with last season’s progress, and we will continue to emphasize scoreposting 

procedures to again insure integrity for all San Juan Country Club Member’s handicaps.

I look forward to seeing you at the club now that the weather is improving and the snow is gone!

Green fairways & green greens,

Jeff Roth PGA  

From the Head Golf Professional

Jeff Roth

Head Golf Professional

San Juan Country Club



Joe Schmidt

Golf Course Superintendent

San Juan Country Club

From the Golf Course Superintendent

Greetings from Golf Course Maintenance!

As promised, I will review the remainder of the Golf Course Condition survey and

hopefully address the concerns.  This is great information that will help us plan 

projects and agronomics for the golf course.  Thanks for your responses.

There were quite a few comments in regards to our tees being unlevel.  This is due to

years of divot sanding that creates a crowned hump in the middle of the tee box.  To

counteract this build up we strip the turf, re-level the subsoil and replace the sod.  We

have done this over the last couple of summers on several tees most notably the 

forward tees on #5, #6 and #18.  San Juan CC is very lacking in terms of total teeing

space and the visiting USGA agronomist previously recommended we expand teeing

space where possible.  In the past 3 years, we have expanded by mowing or actual 

expansion on 14 of our 18 holes.  More tee leveling is planned for 2011.

Fairways were the next area surveyed.  Most of the respondents believe our fairways

are in Good to Excellent Conditions.  As we enter our third season of intensive 

aeration they should only get tighter.  Progress on the fairway thatch problem has

been encouraging as was exhibited during the hot days of summer when many less

dry spots popped up.  We will aerate the fairways completely in late April to early

May this spring.  Additionally, we have sand topdressed on the traditional thatch

fairway areas around the course.

Bunkers, according to those returning information, are the #1 concern about the golf

course conditioning. Statistically you were split on the bunkers with 17% saying the

bunkers were ‘Excellent’ and a similar 15% calling them ‘Unacceptable’, the rest of 

responses were in on the fence.  With that high of number of members concerned with

the sand traps coupled with the comments, we realize this is a priority for the club.

Many commented that sand conditions have always been poor here.  The 

primary reason is probably due to the local affordable sand.  While at this time 

switching to a better quality sand (this was reviewed by the Golf and Greens 

Committee in 2009) is not in the cards we have made progress by adding drainage

and using chemical treatments.  Over the past 3 seasons we have added subsurface

pipe drainage to about 1/3 of the existing sand traps while bunkers on 14, 15 and 16

were constructed with modern drainage.  This along with a chemical treatment called

‘Eximo’ has helped the bunkers to dry  and to not develop a crust.  We will hopefully

have the resources to add sand to any traps deemed to not have the 4 inches 

recommended by the USGA.

The final item of discussion in the state of the golf course was the rough areas.  

Several members stated that the rough seemed too long the past season but I would

like to assure you we have the machines set at 2 inches as in prior years.  We have

made a speed adjustment to the big area rough mower that slowed it down and 

produced a cleaner, better cut later in the 2010 season.  We are leery to lower the

rough below the 2 inch mark due to the amount of raised tree roots here that would

surely damage the mowing blades and cause down time.  We will mow several 

specific areas one extra time every week to aid in finding lost balls.  If there are any

of these heavy rough areas you know of that are of concern let me know.  Overall the

membership believe the rough is ‘Acceptable’ to ‘Good’ but we will strive for 

‘Excellent’ in the future. 

If you are interested in the complete Survey Data that includes member comments

just check the SJCC website for the link.   The survey will help us to bring SJCC to

the next level.  Please bring any further comments or concerns to the Golf and Greens

Committee or e-mail me as this is your golf course and input is needed! 

See You out there,

Joe Schmidt, Golf Course Superintendent , SJCC



Heath VanRiper

Executive Chef

San Juan Country Club

From the Chef

The club is going to kick off the New Year with some

fun and exciting events…

We have started up cooking classes again. 

Unfortunately attendance has become very low. When

classes started up we had 50 + members and guests

that attended.  The number has since gone down and

down.  The last class was the least attended class yet.

There will be one more class to see if numbers

increase and unfortunately if they do not we will stop

the classes.  The next scheduled class is February 9. It

will feature different and new exciting choices in the

salad world.

Italian Night is back the last Friday of February (25th).

If you haven’t made one yet, it’s a good time for all!

Valentine’s Day is also in the near future.  This year it

falls on a Monday.  With this being the case we are

going to offer a four-course dinner the Saturday prior

(February 12).  This dinner will be budget conscious

as well as delicious at $70 inclusive per couple.  That

breaks down to less than $8 per course, what a steal.

There will also be an optional wine pairing.  Don’t

miss out!

Last but not least … Look out for the new breakfast

menu to be coming up the middle of February.  This

will have popularly special features along with the

comfort favorites!

Eat well, moderation is over rated!

Heath VanRiper,

Executive Chef



Melody Martin

Membership Director

San Juan Country Club

From the Membership Director

Hello San Juan Country Club Members!

First, I would like to remind you that the reduced 

initiation fees have been extended through April!

Regular membership is $1,000.00 & Social $500.00.

Please invite family and friends to take advantage of

this $4,000.00 savings before the offer ends!  As a

thank you from SJCC, if you refer a new member

you will receive credit to your account. Your credit

will equal one month’s amount of the corresponding

monthly dues per new membership you bring to

SJCC!  

Welcome New Members
Anna & Rogelio “Rocky” Couder ♥ Regular Members 

Melissa Simmons & Jason Quigley ♥ Dining Members

Darrell & Debbie Archibeque ♥ Dining Members

Kitty & Clarence Jones ♥ Dining Members

Allen & Tanya MacLennan ♥ Dining Members

To access your account online, visit www.sanjuan-

countryclub.org.  You can pay your bill, view your

charges, and as of this month you can now R.S.V.P
for club events through the Event Calendar.  So far

in February, we have Chef’s Cooking Class, 

Valentine’s Couples Dinner and Italian Night.  If you

have trouble logging on, don’t hesitate to call us.

As always, feel free to contact us if you have any

questions or concerns.  Bring family & friends with

you to your Club and enjoy the events, camaraderie,

and fare!  It’s our goal to help you feel right at home

here at your club! 

Melody Martin



Ben Heikkinen 
President
Development Board

From the Development Board President

January has come and gone already and another newsletter is due!  

We had a new guest at our last meeting, Margaret Armstrong, our new Club 

President.  I must admit she is much more attractive than Rick Trost.  

Congratulations to Margaret for her recent election as President.  We had two

other guests at our meeting, Patty Ausbrooks and Elaine Heikkinen, and as always

stated we welcome member participation at our meetings.  I thank Margaret be-

cause I think these two ladies came because of her attendance.

The Treasurer’s report reflected some serious uses of cash, primarily from the

flood damage and also some requests for some payoffs on the member loans.  We

are okay but need to report that we have to be very conservative going forward to

maintain a proper cash balance.

It was reported that we should close on lot #440 in February that will net us 

approximately $70,000.  Shooting Par Properties, LLC is completing a beautiful

home that has had a lot of interest and we are hoping to sell that soon.

Once again, we have been dealing with our attorney, Scot Hatcher (in Santa Fe),

concerning the flood damage.  We are having some cooperation with HOA in

Phase II and with Cheney-Walters-Echols.  No input from the City.

Our water rights issues are still paramount in that we must protect our water inter-

est in order to preserve the golf course as we know it.

Any of you that have given thoughts about signing the “quit claim deed” please

do so.  If you have questions in regards to this matter give me a call (860-4482)

and I can assure you that there is no loss and no cost by signing the deed.  So far

we have approximately 50 which is considered good, but we would like to get

ourselves up to about 75.  

We are also working on another water rights issue, the San Juan Basin, which has

to do with the settlement between the US Government and the Navajo Nation.

This also is complicated requiring legal assistance to make sure that we are pro-

tected.

Mr. Richard Cheney, Development Board member, has been extremely helpful in

this in that with his work in Santa Fe he is very knowledgeable on the various is-

sues.  Our thanks to Mr. Cheney for keeping us abreast of these important issues.

New Business:  we elected officers, David Aldrich, Secretary; Ron Dial, Treas-

urer; Ron Fellabaum, Vice President, and Ben Heikkinen once again as your De-

velopment Board President.  I thank my fellow Board members for serving in

these offices and believe me we do important work for the Country Club.

A special thanks to Marlo Webb for handling the Treasurer’s position during a

very difficult time.  Major loans, serious cash flow concerns, and a new bank to

train – and an inordinate amount of detail handled in a first class manner!!  

Meanwhile, we hope everyone is preparing for the end of winter and a good

spring.  See you around the Club.

On behalf of the Development Corporation,

Ben Heikkinen



Jan Tucker

President

San Juan Women’s 

Golf Association

From the Ladies Golf Association

Well, we are weathering another cold, snowy winter!!!

But I do see large areas of our course melting, thank

goodness!  We should have lovely green fairways and

greens this spring!  I think we will all be ready!

Our first luncheon meeting is just a month away – the

end is in sight!  The meeting will be on Tuesday, March

1.  Since it is so early in March this year (always the

first Tuesday) please watch for the sign-up book in the

pro shop.  I’ll send out a reminder e-mail, and we hope

you will each bring a friend.  There will be no organized

play until April, but, weather permitting, we could at

least play 9 holes before the luncheon.  Just come on

out!

Our board is putting our collective heads together, trying

to come up with new ideas for getting all our ladies back

out to golf – we want you!!!  We are thinking of new

ways to group players, and want to make it FUN!!  We

also plan on a 9-hole group who can play and join us all

for lunch.  

If anyone has any ideas how we can enlarge our group,

please contact me or anyone on the board.  That is the

goal this year.  We are looking forward to a great golfing

year!

See you on the course soon, Jan Tucker, President,

WGA

“It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in

baseball. I did it in one afternoon on the golf course.” 

~ Hank Aaron



Presenting Sponsor:

Aztec Well

Family

Gold Sponsors

Roscoe Hooper-Radio/

American General

Cheney, Walters and Echols

Warrior Energy Services

Player Presentation Party

M & R Trucking

Practice Range

Halliburton

Silver Sponsors

Cascade Water

Randy Akins

Allstate Insurance

Citizen’s Bank

Cy Cooper Company

Sandia Hearing Aids

PNM

Directory Plus

Beverage Cart Sponsor

Webb Chevrolet/Toyota

Hole #1

Vectra Bank

Hole #10

Ashley Home Furniture Store

Simons Petroleum

Bronze Sponsors

San Juan Title Company

High Desert Industrial

Brooks/Isham PAC

Plant Nutrient Solutions

Hampton Inn & Suites

The Granite Guy

7 to 11

Pat Badsgard-Walters Realty

Bag Tags

Protocom

Hole Sponsors

Sandra Martinez

Linda Akins

Brooks/Isham PAC

Armstrong/Coury Insurance

Critter Nannies - 

In Loving Memory Of Ben Martinez

Church’s Chicken

Cheryl Ragsdale - 

United Country /Accent Realty

Daren & Cheri Posey

United Rental

Tammy & Scott Bosanko

The Sherwin-Williams Company

Boise Cascade Building Materials

Steve Ovenden

“The Kruger’s”

Chandler & Co. LLP

Pro Sponsors

Curtis Gurley

Crown Royal

Gary Moffitt

Dr. Ken Crider

Dave Simmons

Dr. Mark Garard

Rick Trost

Jamie Stackhouse

Bill Foutz

Southern Wine & Spirits

Matt Titus

Rick Strouse

Larry Starkey

Roger Ensor

Steve Kellenaers

Pete Staley

Greg Tucker

Ben Reese

Ron Dial

Drew Bates

Jerry Neely

Titanium Sponsor

Garcia & Company Jewelers/Rolex

Diamond Sponsor

Antelope Sales & Service

Shirt Sponsor

Titus & Murphy Law Firm

Platinum Sponsors

Si Señor

San Juan RegionalMedical Center

Basin Well Logging & Perforation

Pro Sponsor Awards Dinner

Merrion Oil & Gas

Cap Sponsor

AVI Risk Management 

& Insurance Brokers

VIP Sponsor Tent

TORO

Deck Sponsor

Crown Royal

Sponsor Tent

Animas Credit Union

2010 San Juan Open Sponsors



We work every day to earn and keep your trust.

The Largest Hearing Aid Company in the Four Corners area.

Free Hearing Tests!
We service all major brands of hearing aids.
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Board of Directors
President Margaret Armstrong

Vice President Ruth Garcia

Sec/Treasurer. Randy Akins

Rick Trost Bunky Owen    Mike Degner

Pete Staley Shauna Roché Mark Frazer

Development Board
President Ben Heikkinen

Vice President Ron Fellabaum

Secretary Dave Aldrich

Treasurer Ron Dial

John Foust Marlo Webb Richard Cheney

Club Committees

San Juan Women’s Golf Association
President Jan Tucker

First Vice President Cathy Proffitt

Second Vice President Cheri Posey

Secretary Peggy Puckett

Treasurer Patti Ausbrooks

San Juan Men’s Golf Association
President George Walters

Vice President Mark Garard

Sec/Treasurer Randy Kahn

Golf and Greens: Bunky Owen
Peter Holzem Randy Akins Rick Trost

Margaret Armstrong Pete Staley Jan Tucker

George Walters Don Griffin Tom Akins

Sandie Gates Mark Garard Eric Lien

Dorothy Garner

Finance/Capital: Gary Sterton & Shauna Roché
Mark Frazer Mike Degner Margaret Armstrong

Rick Palmer Tom O’Keefe Dr. Jim Henderson

Danny Beyhan Scott Bird

House: Pete Staley
Margaret Armstrong Jan Simmons Neph Frazer

Betsy McCord Jan Tucker Kelly Hegarty

Denise Anderson

Master Plan: Dr. Jim Henderson (327-1334)
Tom O’Keefe 325-2946 Scott Bird 324-0330 Dr. Ric Breeden 327-9565

Dave Simmons 325-9772 Ben Heikkinen 325-4482 Deb Cutler 326-6930

Tom Akins 325-6726

Project Architect - Carlyn Rodahl

Membership Committee: Ruth Garcia
Randy Akins Margaret Armstrong Betsy McCord

SJCC Staff Information
General Manager - Randy Kahn ex. 17

randykahn@qwestoffice.net

Building Engineer - Roger Simpson ex. 15

rogersimpson@qwestoffice.net

Grounds Superintendent - Joe Schmidt ex. 30

schmidtje@yahoo.com

Membership Director/Accounts Receiveable 

- Melody Martin ex. 11

sjccadmin@qwestoffice.net

Banquet Coordinator - Sarah Cole ex. 21

sjcc_banquet@qwestoffice.net

Please call ex. 21 for Reservations!



Italian Night
Friday, February 25
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Adults 14+: $27.00++

Kids 7-13: $13.00++

Kids 6 & Under: FREE
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Cook with Chef  
“Get Fresh - A Salad Class”

Wednesday, February 9, 2011
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

$30.00++ Class Only
$42.00++ Class with Wine

Please R.S.V.P. at 327-4751 ext. 21

Upcoming Events
2/2 House Committee Meeting ♥ 6:00 p.m.

2/3 MGA ♥ 5:30 p.m.

Golf & Greens Committee ♥ 6:00 p.m.

2/9 Cook with Chef  “Get Fresh - A Salad Class” ♥ 11:00 a.m.

2/10 SJO Committee ♥ 5:30 p.m.

2/12 Valentine’s Couples Dinner ♥ 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

2/15 Budget & Finance Committee ♥ 4:30 p.m.

Development Board ♥ 5:30 p.m.

2/17 Membership Committee ♥ 4:00 p.m. 

BOD ♥ 5:00 p.m.

Financial Annual Meeting ♥ 7:00 p.m.

2/25 Italian Night ♥ 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.


